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Alrnovon the violation as well of every 
form of law, as of every principle of justice, 
in the proceedings of the National Conven- 
tion of France against their late unfortunate 
monarch Louis XVI. has excited in the 
breast of every thinking man the utmost 
horror ; yet many persons have doubted, 
whether although the act in itself was atro- 
cious, the person against whom it was di- 
rected, had not, by his previous conduct, 
merited some severity ; and whether, though 
the arm which dealt the blow, struck in 
defiance of all law human and divine, the 
stroke was not levelled at a culpable head. 
To prove to this generous and humane na- 
tion, that not even this poor excuse remains to 
the convened assassins of France, and to do the 
last act of unavailing justice to the memory 
of a much injured man, the following faith- 
ful translation of the Last Will of Louis 
XVI. is given to the consideration of the 
English nation. The original was read in 
the Assembly of the Commune de Parts, 1 im- 
mediately after his execution. 
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TESTAMENT OF LOUIS XVI. 


WRITTEN BY HIMSELF. 


IN the name of the most Holy Trinity, 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. This 21st 
day of December, 1792, I Louis Sixteenth 
of the name, King of France, having been 
now tor upwards of four months conhned 
with my family in the Tower of the Temple 
at Paris, by those who had been my subjects ; 
deprived of every communication whatever, 
even (since the 11th of this month) with 
my own family ; and besides, being involved 
in a criminal prosecution, of which it is im- 
possible, considering the passions of men, to 
foresee the event; for which no existing 
law can furnish any pretext or precedent ; 
having no witness to my thoughts, no one 
to whom. I may address myself but God 
alone ; here in his presence, do declare my 
last will, my last sentiments. 


A. 


To God, my creator, I entrust my soul, 
which I pray him to receive into his mercy, 
and not to judge me by my own deservings, 
but by the merits of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who oltered himself a sacrifice to God his 
father for us, how unworthy soever ; tor me, 
the most unworthy. I die in union with 
the holy Roman Catholic and Apostolic 
Church, whose powers are derived in an 
uninterrupted succession from St. Peter, to 
whom Christ had confided them. I firmly 
believe, and I profess all which is contained 
in the commandments of God and the 
church ; in the sacraments and mysteries, as 
they are now taught, and ever have been 
taught by her: I never have pretended to 
constitute myself a judge, in the difterent 
modes of explaining the dogmas Which di- 
vide the church of Christ, but have ever 
Submitted, and if God grants me life, will 
ever submit to the decisions which my ec- 
clesiastical superiors, in union with the holy 
Catholic church, have pronounced, or shall 
pronounce, in conformity with the discipline 
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of the church, followed from the days of 
Jesus Christ. From my whole heart I com- 
passionate those of our brethren who may 
be in error; but I presume not to judge 
them; nor do I the less, according to the 
dictates of Christian charity, love them in 
Jesus Christ. For my own sins, I implore 
the pardon of God. I have scrupulously 
endeavoured to know them, to detest them, 
and humble myself in his presence. Not 
being able to obtain the assistance of a Ca- 
tholic priest, I pray God to accept the con- 
fession which I have made to him of my 
offences ; and above all, my deep penitence 
for having (though against my will) sub- 
scribed my name to acts, which may be con- 
trary to the discipline or faith of the Ca- 
tholic church, to which my heart has ever 
remained sincerely united. I pray God to ac- 
cept my firm resolution, should he grant me 
life, to profit as soon as possible of the mi- 
nistry of a Catholic priest, to accuse myself 
of all my sins, and receive the sacrament of 
penance: I intreat all those whom I may 


E 


by inadvertence have offended, (ſor I cannot 


recollect that knowingly I have offended any 


one) and all those to whom I may have 


given occasion for blame, or bad example, to 


pardon me the evil which I may have done 
them. 

[ entreat all who have charity, to join 
their prayers with mine, to obtain from 
God the pardon of my sins. 

From my whole heart I forgive those who 
without any cause given them by me, have 
become my enemies ; and I pray to God to 
pardon them, as well as those, who through 
false or misguided zeal have done me much 
injury. 

I recommend to God my wife, my chil- 
dren, my sisters, my aunts, my brothers, 
and all those who are connected with me 


by the ties of blood, or in any other manner 
whatever. 


I particularly implore the Almighty to 


look with an eye of pity on my wife, my 
children, and my sister, who for a long 
time have been suffering with me; and if 
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they should lose me, to support them by 
his grace as long as they remain in this 
perishable world. I recommend my chil- 
dren to my wife. Of her maternal ten- 
derness for them I have never doubted ; 
above all, I recommend to her to instil into 
them the true principles of Christianity, and 
probity: to teach them to look on greatness 
in this life (if they are condemned to under- 
go it) as a dangerous and transitory advan- 
tage, and to fix their eyes on the only true 
and permanent glories of eternity. I re- 
quest my sister to be pleased to continue her 
tender ness to my children, and to be to them 
a mother, should they have the misfortune 
to lose their own. 

I entreat my wife to forgive me all the 
evils which she suffers on my account, and 
the uneasiness which I may have caused her 
in the course of our union ; as she may be 
assured that Iremember nothing against her, 
if she thinks she has any thing to reproach 
herself with. | 

I earnestly recommend to my children 
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next to their duty to God, which they ought 
to prefer to every thing, to maintain mutual 
union, submission, and obedience to their 
mother, and gratitude for all the cares she 
bestows on them, for their own sakes, and 
in remembrance of me. 

I entreat them to consider my sister as a 
second mother. I recommend to my son, if 
he should have the misfortune to become 
king, to remember, that he owes himself en- 
tirely to the happiness of his ſellow- citizens; 
that he ought to forget all hatred, and all 
resentment, and especially whatever relates 
to the misfortunes and miseries which I ex- 
perience; that he cannot effect the happiness 
of the people, but by reigning according to 
the laws; but, at the same time, that a king 
cannot make the laws respected, and do the 
good which his heart wishes, but in propor- 
tion as he has the necessary authority ; and 
that without this, being fettered in his ope- 
rations, and inspiring no respect, he is more 
injurious than useful. I recommend to my 
Son to take care of all the persons who have 
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been attached to me, as far as his situation 
shall give him the means; to remember that 
this is a sacred debt which I have contracted 
towards the children or relations of those 
who have died for me, or those who are 
ruined on my account. I know that there 
are many of those who were about my per- 
son, who have not conducted themselves 
towards me as they ought, and who have 
even shewn me ingratitude; but I forgive 
them, (often, in the moment of trouble and 
turbulence, a man is not master of himselt); 
and I entreat-my son, if he should have the 
power to punish, to remember only their 
misſortunes. I could wish to be able to tes- 
tify my gratitude to those who have displayed 
a true and disinterested attachment to me. 
If, on the one hand, I was sensibly affected 
by the ingratitude and disloyalty of persons to 
whom I had never acted but with kindness, 
as well to themselves, as to their relations or 
friends; on the other, I have had the conso- 
lation of seeing the voluntary attachment and 
interest which many persons have shewn to 
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me. U entreat them to accept of my thanks: 
in the situation in which things still are, I 
should be afraid of bringing them into danger 
were I to spcak more explicitly; but I re- 
commend particularly to my son to seek 
every opportunity of acknowledging them. 

I should, however, conceive that I did in- 
justice to the sentiments of the nation, if I 
did not openly recommend to my son M. M. 
de Chamilly and Hue; who were induced by 
their sincere attachment to shut themselves 
up with me in this mournful abode, at the 
risk of becoming the unhappy victims of 
that attachment. I also recommend to him 
Cleri, with whose attention I have had every 
reason to be satisfied since he has been with 
me. As it is he, who has remained with me 
to the last, request M. M. of the Commune 
to deliver him my clothes, my books, my 
watch, my purse, and the other little effects 
which have been deposited at the Council de 
Communes. | 
I also most willingly forgive those Wo 
guarded me the ill- treatment and harshness, 
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which they thought it their duty to use to- 
wards me. I have found some feeling and 
compassionate souls; may they enjoy the 
heart- felt tranquillity which must arise from 
their feelings. 

I entreat M. M. de Malesherbes, Tronchet, 
and Deseze, to receive here my utmost 
thanks, and the assurance of my sensibility, 
for all the care, and all the pains, which 
they took for me. 

I conclude by delaring, before God, and 
ready to appear in his presence, that I do 
not reproach myself with any of the crimes 
which are alleged against me. 

Done in duplicate, at the Tower of the 
Temple, December 25, 1792. 


(Signed) LOUIS. 

(A true copy.) 
BaupRais, Municipal Officer. 

— 


Such was the man for whom the Con- 
vention can find no other name than that 
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of tyrant; who, in the awful silence and 
solitude of his gloomy prison could descend 
into his own heart, could with calm resig- 
nation examine his conscience in the pre- 
sence of that God, whom his accusers have, 
as a body, denied and insulted, and declare 
that knowingly he had never offended any 
man!“ | 

For this man his persecutors have not 
been content to prepare the cup of suffer- 
ing, unimbittered with the gall of brutal 
insult. His request of three days respite 
for the performance of religious duties, 
was denied. His last solemn declaration 
of his innocence to the nation from the 
Scaffold, drowned in the din of drums and 
trumpets, and his words interrupted by the 
rude violence of his executioners, who for- 
cibly bent him under the murderous engine. 
The filial piety which engaged him to re- 
quest of the Convention, that his guiltless 
ashes might at last rest in peace by the side 
of his most virtuous father, slighted by the 
cold passing to the order of the day, at the 
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moment when the Assembly was decreeing 
all funeral honours to one of their own body. 
Unprotected from insult by a coffin, unho- 
noured by those rites, which all ages, and 
all nations, have united in paying with pious 
tenderness to the remains of the dead, and 
which the new Criminal Code of France al- 
lows to the vilest malcfactor ; the corpse of 
theKing was hurried with savage haste from 
the scaffold, and tumbled into a deep pit in 
the church- yard of la Madelaine, amongst 
the bodies of his unfortunate guards, who 
fell on the tenth of August. But shall the 
earth stifle the cry of blood, or hide from 
the eye of the Almighty the stain of that 
polluted land? 

Moved as J am, to a mingled effusion of 
pity and horror, which scarcely allows me to 
guide my pen; shall I not earnestly incul- 
cate to my countrymen, the great Jesson, 
which this most shocking event awfully im- 
presses on my mind? shall I not adjure them 
by every thing that is dear to them, to be- 
ware how they in wanton love for change, 
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or groundless disgust at present blessings, 
trample down those sacred fences which di- 
vide the wild wastes of life into the fruitful, 
though bounded fields of cultivated society? 
Who, that three years since saw the people 
first break loose in France, could have 
thought or believed, that in so short, so very 
short a space of time, every thing that was 
sacred, every thing that was moral, every 
thing that was tender, should have been ef- 
faced from the public mind? and that the 
administrative body of the city of Paris, and 
the collected representatives of the whole 
French nation, should at once have violated 
female delicacy, in the person of the daugh- 
ter of the King !* murdered public justice, in 
the person of her father! and hailed with 
impious applauses the disgusting boasts of 
one of their own body, who vaunted, that 


® It is impossible to present the particulars of this most 
horrid scene, to a nation always celebrated for its delicacy, its 
manhood, and its respect for the sex. It would even Stain the 
English language, to translate from the common French jour- 
nals their own account of this detestable transaction. 
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with thrones they had overturned altars, 


and that he owned no God ! * 
H. C. E. 


* Extracts from the speech of Facob Dupont, in the National 
Convention on Friday December 14th, 1792. From the 
Moniteur of December 16th. 


The subject, National Education. 


Quoi! les trones sont renverses, les sceptres brises, 
les Rois expirent, et les autels des dieux restent debout encore! 
(murmure subit de quelques membres.—L*Abbe Ichon de- 
mande que Popinant soit rappelle a l'ordre.) Des tyrans out- 
rageant la nature y brulent un encens impie! (memes ru- 
meurs—1a grande majorite de I Assemblee les couvre par des 
applaudissements.) Mais les trones abattus laissent cepen- 
dant ces autels a nu sans appui et chancelans. Un souffle de 


la raison eclairee suffit pour les faire disparoitre. 


— La nature, et la raison, voila les dieux de Phomme. 
Voila mes dieux. (L'Abbé Audrein “ On n'y tient plus.” 
II sort brusquement de la salle—On rit) 


— — 


Je Pavouerai de bonne foi a la Convention; je suis Athee (Il 
ze fait une rumeut subite les exclamations de plusieurs mem- 
bres prolongent le tumulte “ Peu nous importe“ s'ecrie 
un grand nombre d' autres; © Vous etes honnete homme.“ ) 


17 1 
TESTAMENT DE LOUIS XVI. 


AU nom de la tres-sainte Trinitéè, du Pere, 
du Fils, et du Saint-Esprit, aujourd'hui 21* 
Jour de Decembre, 1792, moi, Louis XVI. 
du nom, Rot de France, étant depuis plus de 
quatre mois enfermè avec ma famille dans la 
tour du Temple a Paris, par ceux qui 6toient 
mes sujets, et prive de toute communication 
quelconque, meme depuis le 11 du courant, 
avec ma famille; de plus, implique dans un 
proces dont il est impossible de prevoir IVis- 


sue, a cause des passions des hommes, et dont 


on ne trouve aucun pretexte ni moyen dans 
aucune loi existante, ayant que Dieu pour 
temoin de mes pensces, et auquel jo puisse 
m'adresser, je declare ici en sa presence mes 
dernieres volontes et mes sentimens. 

Je laisse mon ame a Dieu, mon createur, 
je le prie de la recevoir dans sa miscricorde, 
de ne pas la juger dapres ses merites, mais 
par ceux de notre Seigneur Jesus Christ, qui 
Sest offert en sacrifice a Dieu son pere, pour 
nous autres hommes, quelques indignes que 
nous en fussions, et mol le premier. Je meuis 
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dans Vunion de notre mere T'eglise catho- 
lique, apostolique et romaine, qui tient ses 
pouvoirs par une succession non interrompue 
de Saint Pierre, auquel Jesus Christ les avoit 
confies. Je crois fermement et je confesse 
tout ce qui est contenu dans les commande- 
mens de Dieu et de l'ëglise, les sacremens et 
les mysteres, tels que I'6glise les enseignent 
et les a toujours enseignés; je nal jamais 
pretendu me rendre juge dans les différentes 
manieres d'expliquer les dogmes qui dechi- 
rent Teglise de Jesus Christ, mais je m'en 
suis rapporte et m'en rapporterai toujours, 
si Dieu maccorde vie, aux decisions que les 
supèrieurs ecclesiastiques unis a la sainte 
eglise catholique, donnent et donneront con- 
formement a la discipline de l'éëglise, suivie 
depuis Jesus Christ. Je plains de tout mon 
cceur nos frères qui peuvent Gtre dans Fer- 
reur, mais je ne pretends pas les juger, et je 
ne les aime pas moins tous en Jesus-Christ, 
suivant ce que la charite chretienne nous en- 
seigne. Je prie Dieu de me pardonner tous 
mes peches, Jai cherche a les connoitre 
scrupuleusement, a les detester et a mhu- 
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milier en sa prèsence. Ne pouvant me ser- 
vir du ministere d'un pretre catholique, je 
prie Dieu de recevoir la confession que je lui 
en al faite, et sur-tout le repentir profond 
que j'ai d'avoir mis mon nom (quoique cela 
fut contre ma volonte) a des actes qui peu- 
vent étre contraires a la discipline et a la 
croyance de Jeglise catholique, a laquelle Je 
suis toujours restè sincerement uni de coeur. 
Je prie Dieu de recevoir la ferme resolution 
ou je suis, sil m'accorde vie, de me servir 
aussi-tot que je le pourrois du ministere d'un 
pretre catholique, pour m'accuser de tous 
mes peches, et recevoir le sacrement de pe- 
nitence; je prie tous ceux que je pourrois 
avoir oftenscs par inadvertence (car je ne me 
rappelle pas d'avoir fait sciemment aucune 
offense a personne) ou ceux a qui | aurois 
pu avoir donné de mauvais exemples ou des 
scandales, de me pardonner le mal qu'ils 
croyent que je puis leur avoir fait. 

Je prie tous ceux qui ont de la charité, 
d'unir leurs prieres aux miennes, pour ob- 
tenir de Dieu le pardon de mes p*ches. 

Je pardonne de tout mon coeur a ceux qui 
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se sont faits mes ennemis, sans que je leur 
en ale donnè aucun sujet, et je prie Dieu de 
leur pardonner, de meme que ceux qui, par 
un faux zele ou par un zele mal-entendu, 
mont fait beaucoup de mal. 

Je recommande a Dieu ma femme, mes 
Cn: uns. ma sceur, mes tantes, mes freres, et 
tous cux qui me sont attaches par les liens 
du sang ou par quelqu'autre maniere que ce 
puisse Etre. Je prie Dieu particulicrement 
de jeter des yeux de mis6ricorde sur ma 
femme, mes enfans, et ma sceur qui souffrent 
depuis long-tems avec moi, de les soutenir 
par sa grace, s'ls viennent a me perdre, et 
tant qu'1ls resteront dans le monde perissable. 
Je recommande mes entans a ma femme: je 
nai jamais doutè de sa tendresse maternelle 
pour eux ; je lui recommande sur-tout d'en 
faire de bons chrètiens et d' honn6etes hommes, 
de ne leur faire regarder les grandeurs de cc 
monde-ci (s'ils sont condamnes a les 6nrou- 
ver) que comme des biens dangereux et pé- 
rissables, et de tourner leurs regards vers la 
seule gloire solide et durable de Feternit6. Je 


prie ma sceur de vouloir bien continuer sa 
Fa 
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tendresse a mes enfans, et de leur tenir lieu 
de mere, s'äils avoient le malheur de perdre 
la leur. 

Je prie ma femme de me pardonner tous 
les maux qu'elle souffre pour moi, et les cha- 
grins que je pourrois lui avoir donnes dans 
le cours de notre union, comme elle peut 
etre s!tire que je ne garde rien contre elle, si 


elle croyoit avoir quelque chose a se re- 


procher. 


Je recommande bien vivement à mes en- 
fans, après ce qu'ils doivent a Dieu, qu'ils 
doivent faire marcher avant tout, de rester 
toujours unis entre eux, soumis et Obèéissans 
à leur mere, et reconnoissans de tous les 
soins quelle se donne pour eux et en me- 
moire de moi. 

Je les prie de regarder ma sœur comme 
une seconde mere: je recommande à mon 
fils, s'il avoit le malheur de devenir Roi, de 
songer qu'il se doit tout entier au bonheur 
de ses concitoyens; qu'il doit oublier toute 
haine et tout ressentiment, et nommement 
tout ce qui a rapport au malheur et aux cha- 
grins que j'6prouve: qu'il ne peut faire le 
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bonheur des peuples qu'en régnant suivant 


les loix; mais en meme tems qu'un Roi ne 
peut les faire respecter et faire le bien qui est 
dans son cœur, qu' autant qu'il a Vautorite 
necessaire ; et qu autrement étant lie dans 
ses operations, et n inspirant point de respect, 
il est plus nuisible qu' utile. Je recommande 
a mon fils d'avoir soin de toutes les personnes 
qui m'etoient attachèes, autant que les circon- 
Stances ol il se trouvera lui en donneront les 
facultes ; de songer que c'est une dette sa- 
crèe que Jai contractee envers les enfans 
ou les parens de ceux qui ont peri pour moi, 
et ensuite de ceux qui sont malheureux 
pour mol. Je sais qu'il y a plusieurs per- 
Sonnes, de celles qui m'<toient attach's, qui 
ne se sont pas conduites envers mol comme 
elles le devoient, et qui ont méme montre 
de Vingratitude ; mais je leur pardonne (sou- 
vent dans les momens de trouble et d'efter- 
vescence on n'est pas le maitre de s01;) et je 
prie mon fils, s il en trouve l'occasion, de ne 
songer qu'a leurs malheurs. Je voudrois 
pouvoir temoigner ici ma reconnoissance a 
eeux qui m'ont montre un veritable attache- 
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ment et d6sinteresse. D' un cote, si ]etois 
sensiblement touchè de Vingratitude et de la 
deloyaute de gens a qui je n'avois jamais té- 
moignè que des bontés, a eux, a leurs pa- 
rens, ou amis; d'un autre, j'ai eu de la con- 
solation a voir l'attachement et l'intérèt 
gratuit que beaucoup de personnes m'ont 


montres. Je les prie d'en recevoir tous mes 


remercimens : dans la situation ou sont en- 
core les choses, je craindrois de les compro- 
metre, si je parlois plus explicitement ; 
mais je recommande s$pecialement a mon 
fils de chercher les occasions de pouvoir les 
reconnoltre. 

Je croirois calomnier cependant les sen- 
timens de la nation, si je ne recommandois 
ouvertement a mon fils MM. de Chamilly 
et Hu, que leur veritable attachement pour 
mois avoit portes a s'enfermer avec moi 
dans ce triste séjour, et qui ont pense en 
etre les malheureuses victimes. Je lui re- 
commande aussi Cleri, des soins duquel j'ai 


eu tout lieu de me louer depuis qu'il est avec 


moi. Comme c'est lui qui est reste avec 
moi jusqu'a la fin, je prie MM. de la Com- 
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mune de lui remettre mes hardes, mes livres, 
ma montre, ma bourse, et les autres petits 
effets qui ont Ete déposés au conseil de la 
commune. | 

Je pardonne encore tres-volontiers a ceux 
qui me gardoient, les mauvais traitemens et 
les genes dont ils ont cru devoir user envers 
moi. Jai trouve quelques ames sensibles 
et  compatissantes, que celles-là jouissent 
dans leur cœur de la tranquillite que doit 
leur donner leur fagon de penser. 

Je prie MM. de Malesherbes, Tronchet, 
et Deseze de recevoir ici tous mes remerci- 
mens, et lexpression de ma sensIbilite pour 
tous les soins et les peines qu'ils se sont 
donnes pour moi. 

Je finis en declarant devant Dieu, et prét 
a paroitre devant lui, que je ne me reproche 
aucun des crimes qui sont avances contre 
moi. 

Fait double, a la tour du Temple, le 25 

Decembre, 1792. | 
(Signe) LOUIS, 


Est Ecrit, BAupRAls, officier municipal, 


* 


* 


— 
3 
« 


* 
* 
„ 


* 


W 
7 


